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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

Report on Documenting Violations Resulting from the 

Iranian Aggression Against the Kingdom of Bahrain and 

Its Impact on 

 the Enjoyment of Human Rights and Fundamental 

Freedoms 

 

 

Introduction 

The National Institution for Human Rights in the Kingdom of 
Bahrain (NIHR-BH) prepared this report pursuant to its 
national and human rights responsibilities to protect and 
promote human rights and monitor violations affecting the 
enjoyment of rights and fundamental freedoms. The report 
aims to document the humanitarian, legal, and human rights 
consequences of the Iranian aggression against the Kingdom 
of Bahrain during the period from 28 February to 11 June 
2026 and to analyze its impact on individuals, society, and 
state institutions. 
The report was prepared using a comprehensive human-
rights-based methodology that included field visits to affected 
sites, hospitals, and temporary shelters; direct interviews with 
injured persons, affected individuals, and their families; 
meetings with government authorities and civil society 
organizations; review of relevant national and international 
documents and data; and verification of information in 
accordance with internationally recognized human rights 
monitoring and documentation standards. 

 

I. NIHR Mandate and Legal Basis of the Report 

The preparation of this report was based on the legal 
mandate conferred upon the National Institution for Human 
Rights (NIHR) under its Establishment Law No. (26) of 2014, 
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and the Paris Principles governing the work of National 
Human Rights Institutions. Within the framework of this 
mandate, the Council of Commissioners established a 
specialized ad hoc committee to document the violations and 
consequences resulting from the heinous Iranian aggression 
against the Kingdom of Bahrain. The committee held a series 
of meetings to develop the report’s methodology and oversee 
the processes of monitoring, documentation, analysis, and 
report preparation. 
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II. Human Rights Scope of the Report 

The report covers the period from 28 February to 11 June 
2026 and encompasses all regions of the Kingdom of 
Bahrain, including the direct and indirect impacts experienced 
across the country. It also covers various affected groups, 
particularly civilians, women, children, older persons, persons 
with disabilities, and workers in vital sectors and essential 
services. The monitoring process was not limited to 
documenting material damage to civilian objects; it also 
examined the psychological, social, economic, and human 
rights impacts resulting from the attacks. 
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III. Guiding Principles and Methodological Framework 

The report was prepared in accordance with a set of 
professional and human rights principles, foremost among 
them accuracy, objectivity, independence, transparency, 
non-discrimination, respect for human dignity, and the 
protection of the privacy of victims and witnesses. It also 
adopted a human rights-based approach that places 
particular emphasis on the needs of individuals and the most 
vulnerable and affected groups, thereby ensuring a balanced, 
credible, and reliable presentation of the facts, findings, and 
conclusions. 
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IV. Cooperation with Civil Society Institutions 

The National Institution for Human Rights was committed to 
strengthening national partnership in the field of human rights 
protection and promotion. In this regard, it held a series of 
coordination meetings with a number of civil society 
institutions to exchange information related to monitoring and 
documentation activities. 
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V. Legal and Human Rights Framework 

The report was grounded in a comprehensive framework of 
international and national legal norms, including the Charter 
of the United Nations, International Human Rights Law, 
International Humanitarian Law, the rules governing State 
Responsibility for Internationally Wrongful Acts, as well as 
national legislation relevant to the protection of fundamental 
rights and freedoms. This framework served as the legal 
basis upon which the report relied in assessing and analyzing 
the facts and in determining the legal obligations arising 
therefrom. 
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VI: Sources of Information 

The report drew upon a wide range of diverse sources, 
including official data and statements issued by the relevant 
government authorities, international and regional documents 
and resolutions, reliable official media reports, as well as field 
information collected by the National Institution for Human 
Rights through site visits and direct interviews. The diversity 
of these sources contributed to the development of a 
comprehensive information base that strengthened and 
substantiated the report’s findings and conclusions. 

 



8 

VII. Verification, Standards of Proof, and Credibility 

The National Institution for Human Rights subjected all 
information contained in the report to rigorous verification 
processes based on cross-checking information against 
multiple independent sources and assessing its consistency 
with the available facts and evidence. The reliability of 
sources was also carefully evaluated, and a distinction was 
made between verified and unverified information, thereby 
ensuring that the report’s findings and conclusions are 
grounded in professional, objective, and internationally 
recognized standards. 
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VIII. Obligations of the Attacked State and the Aggressor 
State 

The report reviewed the obligations imposed by International 
Humanitarian Law on parties to an armed conflict, particularly 
those relating to the protection of civilians and civilian objects 
and the ensuring of the continuity of essential services. It also 
examined the fundamental principles governing the conduct 
of States during armed conflicts, foremost among them the 
principles of distinction, proportionality, and precaution, as 
well as the international legal responsibility arising from 
violations of these principles. 
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IX. Impact of the Iranian Aggression on Human Rights 
and Fundamental Freedoms 

This section constitutes the core of the report, as it provides 
a detailed examination of the impact of the Iranian attacks on 
a wide range of human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
These impacts included the right to life and physical integrity, 
as evidenced by the casualties and injuries sustained; the 
right to health, due to the pressures imposed by the 
exceptional circumstances on the healthcare system; the 
right to education, as a result of school closures and the 
transition to distance learning during certain periods; and the 
right to work and an adequate standard of living, owing to 
disruptions in economic activities and supply chains. 
The report also examined the impact of the attacks on the 
right to housing, the right to a clean, healthy, and sustainable 
environment, the right to freedom of movement, digital rights, 
and cultural rights. In addition, it addressed the psychological 
and social consequences experienced by individuals and 
families, particularly children, women, older persons, and 
persons with disabilities, including feelings of fear, anxiety, 
and insecurity. 
At the same time, the report documented the national efforts 
undertaken by the competent authorities to mitigate the 
effects of the attacks, ensure the continuity of essential 
services, and protect the population. 
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X. Field Visits and Interviews 

The National Institution for Human Rights conducted a series 
of field visits to affected sites, healthcare facilities, and 
temporary shelter centers. It also carried out direct interviews 
with injured persons, their family members, affected families, 
and owners of commercial activities and small enterprises. 
These visits enabled the Institution to document the facts 
firsthand, assess the extent of the humanitarian, social, and 
economic impacts, and evaluate the level of response 
provided to those affected, as well as the services delivered 
by the competent authorities. 
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XI. Compensation and Reparation 

The report emphasized that documenting violations is 
incomplete without ensuring justice for victims and providing 
effective remedies for the harm they have suffered. It 
reviewed the relevant international legal frameworks 
governing compensation, rehabilitation, restitution, and 
guarantees of non-repetition. The report also examined the 
legal avenues available at both the national and international 
levels for seeking compensation for the human, material, 
economic, and environmental damages resulting from the 
attacks. 
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XII. Recommendations 

The report concluded with a comprehensive set of 
recommendations at the national, international, and human 
rights levels. At the national level, it called for strengthening 
documentation and monitoring systems, establishing national 
databases on damages and violations, developing 
psychosocial support programmes, enhancing early warning 
systems, and protecting civilian objects, critical infrastructure, 
essential services, and the digital space. 

At the international level, the report recommended activating 
relevant United Nations mechanisms, engaging with Special 
Rapporteurs and relevant international organizations, 
documenting violations before competent international 
bodies, and exploring available legal avenues to hold the 
aggressor State accountable and seek compensation and 
reparation for damages. 

The report also underscored the importance of strengthening 
the protection of various human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, including the rights to life, health, education, work, 
housing, a clean, healthy and sustainable environment, as 
well as digital and cultural rights, while ensuring protection 
and support for the groups most affected by crises. 
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1. Recommendations Relating to Government 
Measures and Actions at the National Level 
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2. Recommendations Relating to Government 
Measures and Actions at the International Level 
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3. Recommendations on Strengthening the Protection 
of Human Rights Against the Impact of the Attacks 
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General Summary 

The report concluded that the Iranian aggression against the 
Kingdom of Bahrain did not only have security and military 
repercussions, but also extended to various aspects of human, 
economic, social, and legal life. The report also highlighted the 
remarkable ability demonstrated by the Kingdom of Bahrain, its 
leadership, government, and people, in managing the crisis and 
addressing its consequences, which contributed to protecting 
civilians, ensuring the continuity of essential services, and 
safeguarding human rights under exceptional circumstances. 




